
"Transforming lives and inspiring people to make a positive difference in the world."

RE:  Joint Statement from the Board and Rev. Denese Regarding Transition
 
A little over a week ago, the Board of Trustees and Rev. Denese had conversation with Rev. Doug and Rev.
Cynthia at UWM regarding progress on the Plan of Action put in place during their visit a little over one year
ago.  With the exception of the development of a Memorandum of Understanding with the preschool, which is
nearing completion, Unity Church of Hawaii is in full compliance with that Plan of Action.  UWM is very
pleased with this progress, with the maturity demonstrated by the Board and by the movement of the
membership and congregation toward wholeness and wellness.  Additionally, UWM acknowledges that Unity
Church of Hawaii has a very strong support network within the church to include Rev. Margie, Rev. Johanna,
Rev. Leavitt, the LUT program, and other networks.  Because of that, they are willing to allow us to move into a
phase of ministerial search when we feel we are ready.  The Board is in a hurry to do that until we feel we are all
ready for a mature and non-dependent relationship with a new minister.  UWM verbalized wisdom in that
decision and wished every church was at that place when starting a ministerial search.
 
At end of June, the contract extension with Rev. Denese ends. Reverend Denese desires to reconnect with her
family and grandchildren. She feels good about the progress the church has made and feels she can complete
most of the remaining work necessary by the end of June.  With the willingness of Rev. Denese to serve as a
consultant for the next few months (until the end of October 2020), the Board voted to allow her contract to end
the last day of June, her final message being on June 28th.
 
So it is with pleasure, yet with a slight bit of trepidation, that the Board and Rev. Denese make this
announcement.  We affirm that we will have relatively calm waters due to a great crew on board to help us
circumvent any major obstacles.
 
We look forward to a time when the COVID-19 pandemic is over and when we can greet each other in person in
the sanctuary!
 
Blessings!
 
 
 

    Thomas E. Gallagher, MD                                                   Rev. Denese Schellink   
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